

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Notice of Allowability 




SEKIGUCHI, KENZO 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Joseph R. Pokrzywa 


2622 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Mi daims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1 . S This communication is responsive to amendment dated 1/5/06 , 

2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 43-46.56 and 57 (renumbered as claims 1-6. respectivetv) . 

3. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's amendment was received on 1/5/06, and has been entered and made of 
record Currently, claims 43-46, 56, and 57 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. The objection to claims 43, 56, and 57, as cited in the Office action dated 9/8/05, is 
withdrawn, as the current amendment corrects the problems that were indicated therein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

3. The rejection under 35 USC 101 of claim 57, as cited in the Office action dated 9/8/05, is 
withdrawn, as the current amendment corrects the problems that were indicated therein. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 43-46, 56, and 57 are allowed (renumbered as claims 1-6, respectively). 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claims 43, 56, and 57 (renumbered claims 1, 5, and 6, respectively), in the 
examiner's opinion, it would not have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the system, as claimed, include all the limitations, along 
with the particular feature of converting the received facsimile image data into an image file and 
converting the image file and text data of reception resuk including the telephone number of the 
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transmitting source and the reception date of the facsimile image data, into e-mail data in which 
the image file is one part and the text data of reception result is another part under MIME format. 
The closest prior art, previously noted as Yamada (U.S. Patent Number 5,521,719), Wada et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,442,686), and Patel et al. ("The Multimedia Fax-MIME Gateway", IEEE 
MultiMedia journal. Winter 1994, pages 64-70), each fail to teach the claim as a whole. 
Previously, these references were combined to form a rejection, as noted in the Office action 
dated 9/8/05. However, upon reconsideration, the examiner concedes that Patel, fails to 
expressly disclose converting the image file and text data of reception result including the 
telephone number of the transmitting source and the reception date of the facsimile image data, 
into e-mail data in which the image file is one part and the text data of reception result is another 
part under MIME format. Therefore, the claims, as currently worded, are rendered allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 




